Human and animal serum samples collected in Chiba Prefecture before and after the 1972 outbreak of bovine abnormal birth were examined for neutralizing antibodies against arbovirus and Akabane virus of the Simbu group which were regarded as etiological agents of the abnormal birth.
The antibody-positive rate was 49.7% in the pair sera of dairy cows. Many cases of abnormal birth were noticed among the positive reactors. The rate was 59.3% in the sera of cows of another herd collected after the outbreak. 
